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NOW YOU2VE HEARD OUR STORIES,
HEAR OUR SOLUTIONS: LET>S CREATE THE CHANGE

Our vision is for all Aboriginal children in
Victoria to be nurtured and supported to
thrive. Now you’ve read our stories, you’ve
witnessed the healing power of culture,
family, Elders and communities. You

know that mentors can give children

hope and self-worth and that community-
based services can ensure that Aboriginal
children’s stories are about love, culture
and strength.

You’ve seen how discrimination and
disadvantage pushes Aboriginal children
into the quicksand of the justice system.
You’ve also witnessed the way Victorian
Governments have hurt generations of

our children, families and communities,
pushing Aboriginal children into the justice
system at 14 times the rate of their non-
Aboriginal peers.”

Victoria builds systems that tear children
from their families,’ force them into prison
and turn them away from school. Victoria
chooses not to support the services that
keep our children safe." We can change this
story by telling the Victorian Government
and opposition to create systems that
understand Aboriginal communities.

Victoria’s system particularly targets
Aboriginal girls and children with a
disability.

Victorian Governments have denied
Aboriginal women and girls services that
work for them, particularly appropriate
housing, diversion and rehabilitative
services." This criminalises Aboriginal
women and girls experiencing disadvantage
instead of supporting them to stay out

of the justice system.™ This system has
resulted in Aboriginal women being the
fastest growing prison population in Victoria
and across the country, with national rates
of incarceration increasing 248% since 1991

The lack of services and criminalisation of
Aboriginal girls in Victoria is reflected in
their high rates of contact with the system.”
Aboriginal people make up 0.8% of the
Victorian population)’ yet Aboriginal girls
make up 24% of girls under youth justice
supervision:" Aboriginal boys, who are also
overrepresented, make up 15% of the male
cohort.™

Children with a disability are also denied
access to the right supports™and pushed
into the system at high rates instead of
receiving the help they need:" This story will
change when the Victorian Government and
opposition provide culturally-safe services
for all Aboriginal children, particularly girls,
children with a disability, as well as our
LGBTIQA+ community.*"

Each of these stories ended with hope,
positivity and connection because we must
show the strength of community-based
solutions™" and support systems. The
Victorian Government supports some

of these solutions and we particularly
acknowledge the important steps

towards self-determination in out-of-home
care*

We need the Victorian Government and
opposition to commit to supporting
community designed and led services for all
Aboriginal children. Most Aboriginal
children in contact with the justice system
do not receive these supports” Many of
these children’s stories continue into the
adult justice system, poverty and mental
illnessX

When the Victorian Government,
opposition, social services sector and
allies walk together with the leadership
of Aboriginal communities, we can
change these stories so that our youngest
Aboriginal Victorians are supported to
flourish.



UNDERSTANDING
WELLBEING I

ABORIGINAL CHILDREN

Understanding children’s lives is the first step
to supporting them to be happy and healthy.
When supports for Aboriginal children use
non-Aboriginal frameworks to understand
children’s needs and strengths, they are
unsuccessful® Aboriginal children are best
supported by Aboriginal definitions of identity
and wellbeing.

Members of the Australian Indigenous
Psychologists Association link connections
and influences that define wellbeing from an
Aboriginal perspective in the figure pictured.

Adapted from the original by Gee, Dudgeon,
Schultz, Hart and Kelly, this Aboriginal social
and emotional wellbeing wheel considers the
centre, self, as inseparable from culture, family

xxiii

and community:

The Ngaga-dji solutions and guiding principles
reflect this culturally-based framework. By
using tools like the wellbeing wheel, supports
for Aboriginal children can understand their
needs and strengths to make a valuable
impactin their lives.
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Gee, Dudgeon, Schultz, Hart & Kelly, 2013 on behalf of the Australian Indigenous Psychologists Association.
Adapted by Jacob Komesaroff from original art by Tristan Schultz, RelativeCreative
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES;:

These principles set out the overarching ways of working that underpin
successful implementation of our solutions.

Self-determination:

Aboriginal peoples have the right to self-determination. Self-
determination™ enables Aboriginal people to freely determine their
lives. Self-determined solutions bring deep knowledge and community
ownership to supports for our children and future generations.

Youth participation:
To solve systemic problems like those affecting Aboriginal communities,

we need solutions from the people who live through them™ By using
youth participation we actively listen and include children’s voices in
decision-making processes. This helps provide relevant and effective

solutions that change children’s and communities’ lives for the better. ™"

Culture, family, Elders and communities:

Strong connections with culture, family, Elders and communities are
the foundations that enable Aboriginal children to live happy, healthy
lives. By embedding the strengths of our culture, family, Elders and
communities in solutions, we can address the disadvantage that leads
many children into the quicksand of the justice system.*"



NGAGA-DJI: A VISION FOR VICTORIA

Ngaga-dji sets out our vision for a Victoria that enables
Aboriginal children to thrive and the path to making it
happen. Yarning justice and gathering stories across the
state, we met children who told us the change we need

to make. It’s a change based on providing Aboriginal
children with the things what we all need: love, belonging
and someone to look up to. These stories show us that
when governments create systems that truly support the
self-determination of our communities, children and their
families can live free from the justice system.

We have a choice. Our state can build more prisons and
force more children into concrete boxes that teach them to
be angry, lonely and violent.™" Or, we can tell the Victorian
Government and opposition to stick by the youngest and
most vulnerable in our community and support them to be
happy, healthy adults.

We call on the Victorian Government and opposition to turn
away from failed punitive approaches, listen to community
and take this opportunity to create a fairer Victoria. In

the current system, Aboriginal Victoria, the Department

of Justice and Regulation, the Department of Health and
Human Services, the Department of Education and Training
and Victoria Police are harming our children.

We call on these institutions to act on the Ngaga-dji
solutions, embedding our guiding principles and the
leadership of Aboriginal communities. The Victorian
Government and opposition have the chance to

lead the way in addressing the national problem of
overrepresentation of Aboriginal children in the youth
justice system >

We call on Aboriginal community to join us to ensure

that the Victorian Government and opposition commit to
justice by taking on our solutions. We particularly call on
the Aboriginal Executive Council, the Aboriginal Justice
Forum, the Aboriginal Children’s Forum, Indigenous Family
Violence Partnership Forum, Marrung Central Governance
Committee, the Aboriginal Strategic Governance Forum
(DHHS), the Treaty Advancement Commission, Traditional
Owner Groups and Corporations as well as other
governance bodies to table this report, use it to guide their
work for Aboriginal children and monitor government
action on these solutions.



NGAGA-DJI: A VISION FOR VICTORIA







THERE ARE MORE OPPORTUNITIES
FOR BOYS TO BE SUPPORTED
AND CONNECTED WITH CULTURE
LIKE FISHING AND MEN-S GROUP.
THERE>S NOTHING FOR GIRLS.

- PARTICIPANT

SOLUTION:

GIVE CHILOREN SERVICES
THAT WORK

All children need support to become happy, healthy adults. Many
Aboriginal children miss out on this support because the Victorian
Government and opposition choose not to fund culturally safe,
trauma informed services that reach children when and where they
need support. We can support children to thrive by providing the

- DR. DIANA JOHNS

right services at the right time.

1.

Embed family, culture and community at every stage
of supports to keep children connected within safe,
supportive networks.

Support the networks around children such as
family, community and schools to ensure children
are nurtured in every part of their lives. Ensure that
programs use a holistic, whole of family approach
to support children and families in key areas such as
family safety, child protection, social services and
support for children who are carers.

Strengthen community ties by providing services
that support children to participate in their
community such as engagement with Elders, gym

memberships, schools and programs in their local
area.

. Support children who are victims of crime with access

to justice and early, community-centred services to
address trauma resulting from removal, family violence,
homelessness and other abuses. The majority of

- HUMAN RIGHTS LAW CENTRE AND
CHANGE THE RECORD COALITION

THEY NEED SOMEONE BY THEIR SIDE
10 GET THEM SOMEWHERE IN LIFE
THAT THEY THINK THEY CAN-T GET.
SOMEONE THAT-S THERE TO BE
THERE STEP BY STEP DURING THEIR

KNOWING [T°S ALRIGHT TO TALK
T0 SOMEONE...| (AN GO BACK

T0 TCULTURAL SERVICE] AND GET
VULNERABLE AND TELL THEM HOW
M FEELING AND POTENTIALLY [T
SAVES MY LIFE. COMING FROM
BACKGROUNDS WHERE [T°S NOT SAFE
10 TALK ABOUT YOUR FEELINGS. IT
LOOKS WEAK. TS NOT WHAT MEN
DO...)UST GOING THROUGH THE
COMMUNITY MEN, THE ELDERS...
AND MATCHING THEM WITH THE
POSITIVE ROLE AND NOT BEING SO
DESTRUCTIVE. MY FAMILY WANT TO
TALK TO ME TODAY WHERE THEY

children who have contact with the justice system are )OURNEYS SO THEY CAN BE ABLE DIDN'T BEFORE-
victims of crime themselves* Most participants in T0 ADDRESS THEIR PROBLEMS THE - PARTICIPANT
Ngaga-dji never received adequate supports to address R|GHT WAY

traumas which became root causes of their contact with '

the justice system. - PRR"(IMM




3. Provide a capable and consistent workforce across
youth services.

Provide every child with access to a mentor to give
one-on-one, intensive support.

Train those working with young people, such as
lawyers, workers, teachers, in youth participation
and cultural safety to enable full access to justice
and support services.

Provide scholarships and identified roles to support
Aboriginal people to become youth support
workers.

Provide children with consistent workers, lawyers
and teachers to foster long-term relationships that
increase trust and effectiveness of services.

4. Provide culturally safe services that support young
people’s diverse identities, particularly those facing
discrimination in the form of ableism, sexism,
transphobia and homophobia.

Support culturally-based services that break down
rigid ideas of gender, particularly encouraging
young men to positively explore their identities.
Support Aboriginal organisations to provide girls,
LGBTIQA+ children and people with disabilities with
programs designed and delivered with them to
understand and respond to their needs.

Support Aboriginal organisations to lead education
and awareness work in communities and services to
support the diverse identities and needs of children
facing discrimination in the form of ableism, sexism,
transphobia and homophobia.

. Use youth participation to focus services on the end
goal of independence with skills that strengthen
connections within local communities such as
employment and life skills, for example, finance,
literacy and obtaining a driver’s licence.

| NEED MORE SUPPORT BEFORE
ENDING UP IN CUSTODY. DON-T WAIT
TILL °M ON MY LAST LEG.

- PARTICIPANT

| STARTED OFFENDING AGAIN WHEN

| GOT KICKED OUT OF HOME. | HAD
NOWHERE TO GO AND NO MONEY SO |
DID BAD STUFF.

- PARTICIPANT

- FIRST PEQPLES DISABILITY
NETWORK

XXXIV

- AUNTY. PROF. MURIEL
BAMBLETT ET. AL.

WITH KOORIE YJ I HAVE CULTURAL
SUPPORT. | FEEL LIKE I°M PART
OF A COMMUNITY. LIKE SOMEONE
WANTS ME AND | AM SOMEONE. |
FEEL RESPECTED AND PEQPLE ARE
TRUSTWORTHY. THERE>S SUPPORT
AND | HAVE SOMEONE TO TALK TO
EVEN IF THERE>S NOT A CRISIS.
FIRST TIME | DON°T FEEL LIKE A
PIECE OF SHIT.

- PARTICIPANT




SOLUTION:

KEEP CHILDREN SAFE AND STRONG
IN THEIR CULTURE. FAMILIES AND
COMMUNITIES

Children need their family and communities to grow up safe
and strong. When the Victorian Government and opposition
do not support communities, problems like family violence,
economic disadvantage and geographic isolation break

up families, communities and cultural bonds that children
need to feel safe. These become the root causes of
children’s offending" By addressing disadvantage we can
build strong communities that are supported to nurture
children in their culture.

1. Supportlocal Aboriginal organisations to ensure
everyone has access to their culture.

Support culturally safe programs for children and
adults, particularly addressing the gap in cultural
services for women, girls, people with disabilities
and LGBTIQA+ community members.

Support culturally-based behaviour change
programs for the elimination of family violence.

| GREW UP WITH A LOT OF ALCOHOL
AND FAMILY VIOLENCE...| WAS
RUNNING FROM HOME. SMOKING
WEED AT A YOUNG AGE. UP TO NO
GOOD BASICALLY. JUST TRYING TO
GET AWAY FROM THE LIFE | WAS
LIVING...| WANTED TO FEEL WANTED
AND ACCEPTED AND FIT IN WITH
PEOPLE.

- PARTICIPANT

- COMMISSION FOR CHILDREN AND
YOUNG PEOPLE

| WOULDN-T REOFFEND IF MY
FAMILY HAVE THE MONEY TO LOOK
AFTER ME. | WANT TO GET A JOB
BUT I°M TOO YOUNG.

- PARTICIPANT

XXXVii

- VICTORIA TAULI-CORRUZ. UN
SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON THE RIGHTS
OF INDIGENQUS PEQPLES

1 GOT TOOK [SICT OFF MUM WHEN
| WAS YOUNGER...IT WAS HARD.
ESPECIALLY NOT GETTING PAID
[CENTRELINKT AND THAT. NO BIRTH
CERTIFICATE SO | HAD TO DO CRIMES
AND SHIT JUST TO GET MONEY...|
HAD TO GET LOCKED UP JUST

T0 GET MY PAYS [CENTRELINK]
SORTED OUT. NOW I°M OUT AND
OFF THE DRUGS AND SHIT. TRYING
10 STAY STRAIGHT AND THAT. GET
A JOB...I NEVER TRUSTED NO ONE
AND WAS ALWAYS ON MY TOES..I"M
STARTING TO GET MY TRUST BACK
NOW.

- PARTICIPANT



2. Support community designed and led responses to end
intergenerational poverty, particularly in

housing,

family violence responses and prevention,
out-of-home care,

social and emotional wellbeing,

economic support including employment and
education,

legal services,

disability services.

3. Strengthen community resources and infrastructure.

Strengthen communities to be independent and - YOUTHLAW
resourced, particularly in rural and regional areas l
by providing localised youth services, transport,
economic opportunity, recreational opportunity - PH".W REED, CEO. ROYAL
and culturally safe spaces for young people.
Support Abo?/iginal c?wnershig of cc%nl:mupnity NEED HELP WITH MUM, RE(EIVING (?MMISEIDN INTO |SST|!TU“0NH|-
infrastructure and gathering places to ensure future CENTRELINK PAYMENTS, IT WAS RESPONSES TO CHILD SEXUAL
generations of children and families have access to PREHY HRRD NEED TO BE PROPERLY ABUSE
resources and spaces. X

SUPPORTED AND FEEL SAFE.

- PARTICIPANT

TO BE ABLE TO (ALL
COMEWHERE HOME (S A BIG HELP
FOR ME. | NEVER GOT ANYWHERE
T0 CALL HOME. THIS TCULTURAL
CERVICE] FEELS LIKE HOME.. I°VE
ALWAYS FELT UNCOMFORTABLE
GOING BACK TO SOMEONE-S
HOUSE BECAUSE | DON°T FEEL
WELCOME THERE...PVE ALWAYS
FELT COMFORTABLE AND
WELCOME HERE. THAT>S WHY |
CALL IT MY HOME.

 VICTORIAN LEGAL AID - PARTICIPANT




SOLU“ON CULTURE WAS REALLY STRONG FOR

ME. IT KEPT ME OUT OF PRISON. COMING BACK OUT TO COMMUNITY
- PARTICIPANT WAS FRIGHTFUL...] WAS MAKING

COMMUNITY-DESIGNED AND LED PROMISES EVERY SINGLE DAY FOR

TWO YEARS SAYING THINGS ARE
YOUTH SUPPORT SYSTEMS GOING TO BE DIFFERENT. THINGS
ARE GOING T0 CHANGE. BUT
GETTING OUT AND USING [DRUGS

Families and communities know their children best. By

supporting Aboriginal communities to design and lead IT WAS LIKE, THIS JUST DOES NOT

support systems, the Victorian Government and opposition END. | WHS BACK OUT AND )UST THE

are ensuring the best care for Aboriginal children and the CAME SHIT. | THINK | WAS ARRESTED

future of our communities. A COUPLE OF WEEKS LATER. AND

1. Aboriginal Justice Forum to embed the Ngaga-dji THEN | WAS BAILED. AND THEN |
solutions in the Aboriginal Youth Justice Strategy. WAS OFF AND RUNNING AGAIN.

2. Sustainably resource Aboriginal community - PARTICIPANT

organisations to develop youth support systems that
support children in their communities with localised
services across health, social and emotional wellbeing,
education, family, legal, cultural, and drug and alcohol
services.

Develop Aboriginal community led and designed
youth support programs to care for children in
community at every stage of their lives in place
of the current youth justice system. When these
supports are properly funded, there is no need for _

prisons, which are harming children. VI(TORHN HBORIG"‘HL LEGAL
Develop community-based systems that support SERVKE

children as soon as they are reported by police,

diverting them from the justice system and into

culturally safe programs, services, conferencing and Tng PLACE [YOUTH )US“(E (ENTREI
housing where required. )UST MQKES ME WANT TO HURI
MYSELF. I°VE GOT CUTS ALL UP MY
ARMS. 1 HAD TO GO TO HOSPITAL ONCE
FOR SELF-HARM.

- PARTICIPANT
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- CHANGE THE RECORD




. Community-based out-of-home care and child

protection.

Raise the age of leaving care to at least 21.
Provide trauma and family supports for those
removed from primary carers.

Restructure out-of-home care resourcing and
procedures as a step towards a self-determined
system, including:

+  Prioritising community care by enforcing
adherence to the Aboriginal child
placement principle.

Stop the criminalisation of young people
in care by supporting workers to eliminate
children’s contact with the justice system.

. Raise the age of criminal responsibility to at least 14.

Raising the age of criminal responsibility from

one of the lowest in the world gives youth support
services in communities the best chance to connect
and support children who need them ™

. End the imprisonment of children.

Incarceration isolates and traumatises our
youngest community members, locking children
away from their communities and into patterns of
disadvantage, increasing the likelihood of lifetime
recidivism.X"Ending imprisonment will mean
localised community led responses can support
children in their communities with holistic services
that work.

[KOORI YOUTH JUSTICE WORKERST
IF WE SAID WE WERE STRUGGLING
WITH FOOD, THEY>D GO AND GET
IT...CLOTHES TO GO TO SCHOOL, I°D
ASK THEM AND THEY>D BRING THEM
AROUND...THEY’RE TRYING TO GET
YOU OUT OF THE DEEP END. THEY
REALLY DO TRY.

- PARTICIPANT

xlv

- ROYAL COMMISSION INTO
ABORIGINAL DEATHS IN CUSTODY

ONE OF THEM [KOORIE YOUTH JUSTICE
WORKERT LOOKED AFTER ME FOR
YEARS. HE HELPED HEAPS. EVERY

DAY HE HELPED. | SAY THAT BECAUSE
HE>S STILL DOING [T NOW. HE WAS
LOOKING AFTER A LOT OF KIDS...GIVE
ISICT US A GOOD ENVIRONMENT.

- PARTICIPANT

L

- BRINGING THEM HOME REPORT

[ON ISOLATIONT GET FED THROUGH
A SLOT. SHIT. IT>S FUCKED. [T>§
BEYOND ANYTHING. THE FOOD
COMES OUT STALE AND HARD. IT>S
NOT SOMEWHERE YOU WANT TO

BE. IT>S FUCKED. IT>§ THE WORST
EXPERIENCE OF MY LIFE...IT>S
DEFINITELY NOT A WAY TO LIVE. T
HAS A MASSIVE IMPACT ON YOU. IS
WEIRD.

- PARTICIPANT



SOLU"ON THERE®S RACISM. PEOPLE THINK

;U(ng(lgg Y%lmﬁ (B(;S(C)KKYOIUFEEE IF THEY TPOLICE] TALKED TO

L. AN ALCOHOLIC. 1 FEEL ME THEY WOULD HAVE GOTTEN

CREME )USI AND EQU”HBLE IT AT SCHOOL, | FEEL [T DOWN THE ISICT MORE THROUGH TO ME
GTREET. I FEEL LIKE | GET LOOKED THAN THROWING ME AROUND AND

GYSTEMS DOWH O IN MY COMMUNITY. SRAYING ME AND DOING ALL KINDS
- PARTICIPANT OF THINGS. THEY WOULD HAVE

Systems work for everyone when they are fair and GOTTEN THROUGH TﬂLKlNG 10

equitable. Victoria’s justice system isolates, disempowers ME...| GOT THROWN HROUND AND
and criminalises Aboriginal children. The Victorian BASHED UP A BIT FOR RESISTING.
Government and opposition can create just and equitable | WHS HLWHYS PREHY OUT OF

systems with a whole of government approach, embedding

the guiding principles of self-determination, youth IT UNTIL THE SM"ON AND THEN |
participation and culture, family, Elders and communities. WOULD COME TO. AND | WOULD BE

1. End systemic abuses and institutional racism using LOCKED UP.
self-determination, youth participation and cultural - PHR"(IPHNT
responsiveness.

Embed policies and procedures that commit the

Victorian Government and opposition to eliminate

systemic abuse, bias and racism across systems and

institutions.

Embed procedures to eliminate ‘gaps’ in lvii
system processes, particularly problems with

interdepartmental communication that cause - INFRHSTRU(TURE VI(TORlﬂ
exclusion and delays for children, families and

communities accessing supports.

. Create an inclusive education state that supports

children’s needs and pathways to independence, [ HAVET SCARS ALL UP MY ARMS
including: FROM POLICE DOGS.

Expand curriculum in mainstream schools to cater _ PRR"QMNT

for a broader range of interests, increasing focus on
assisting children into employment pathways and
trade courses. X

Support all children to thrive in schools, replacing _

the current approach that isolates some students by VI(TORIHN QBORIGINHL LEGAL
placing them in alternative schools and programs. SERVICE
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Support schools and teachers to find positive
alternatives to address student disengagement,
replacing formal and informal exclusion from
school.

Provide adequate support services in schools such
as social workers, youth workers and diverse extra-
curricular activities to engage children in school
and provide safe spaces outside school hours.

. End police violence and discrimination.

End unjust policing in all forms including racial
targeting, violence, discriminatory legal treatment,
neglect and abuse in police custody.

Support community controlled services that
prevent and intervene in unjust policing and its
causes.

Hold police members who perpetrate unjust
policing to account.

. Create an informed Victoria that is free of

discrimination.

Provide societal education about Aboriginal culture
and history particularly in schools, media and for
those working with Aboriginal young people.

. While developing a self-determined youth support
system, strengthen and provide full access to existing
services that embed Aboriginal knowledge systems and
values such as:

Expand Children’s Koori Court access to state-wide
availability.

Expand Children’s Koori Court structure to enable
children to plead not guilty thereby increasing their
access to the existing justice system.

Expand Marram-Ngala Ganbu to state-wide
availability.

Expand Balit Ngulu to state-wide availability.

| WENT IN AND QUT OF PRIMARY
SCHOOL., THREE DIFFERENT SCHOOLS
WHICH WAS HARD. GOING IN AND

OUT OF ONE TO ANOTHER. DIDN°T
HAVE INTEREST IN SCHOOL | DIDN-T

DO MUCH SCHOOL - | WAS ALWAYS
GETTING BULLIED | DIDN>T GET MUCH
EDUCATION. I NEEDED] MORE SUPPORT
AT SCHOOL [LIKET TEACHERS OR
TUTORS OR 1 DON'T KNOW. TO KEEP
ME OFF THE STREETS AND AWAY FROM
BAD CROWDS,.

- PARTICIPANT

lix

- THE REDFERN STATEMENT

| NEED MORE CULTURE AT SCHOOL T0
FEEL COMFORTABLE. | FEEL LIKE THEY
DON>T WANT ME.

- PARTICIPANT

l

- POLICE STOP DATA WORKING
GROuP

IT FEELS GOOD TO BE HEARD IN
KOORI COURT. THEY>RE NOT JUST
LISTENING TO MY LAWYER BUT
T0 ME AND THAT=S THE WAY IT
CHOULD BE.

- PARTICIPANT




MAKE NGAGA-D)I HAPPEN

Thank you for listening to the voices of our children, their stories
and our vision for a Victoria that sees them as children of this land:
daughters, sons, sisters, brothers and children beyond the binary.

These children are our future Elders, our custodians of culture, our
carers for Country.

Ngaga-dji is an opportunity for real justice for Aboriginal children
and our communities. It is an opportunity to change the stories of
loneliness and hurt to stories of healing and love. Ngaga-dji is an
opportunity for Victoria to uphold the lore of this land, to stand for
justice and equality for Aboriginal children and to lead the change
we need across the country.

Take the opportunity: share our stories, share our solutions, let’s
work together for our children.



Ableism: Discrimination against people with
disabilities.

Aboriginal: We use Aboriginal as a term
inclusive of Torres Strait Islander peoples.

ACCO: Aboriginal Community Controlled
Organisation

AJA: The Victorian Aboriginal Justice
Agreement (AJA) is a partnership between
the Victorian Government and the Aboriginal
community, established to achieve
improved justice outcomes for Aboriginal
people." AJA3is phase three of this
agreement.

Blackfulla: A term that many Aboriginal
community members use to refer to each
other and themselves.

Brotherboy: A term that many Aboriginal
community members use to refer to male
friends and family members.

Children and young people: In this report,
we use 'children' to refer to those under 18
years of age and 'young person' to describe
anyone under 25 years.

Community: Networks of family, kin and
friends.

Culture and identity: We define culture and
identity together as they are interconnected,
complex and dynamic. Culture and identity

are essential to a person’s belonging and
sense of self and can be defined in many
different ways. Uncle Andrew Jackomos
writes one definition, “culture is about
family networks, Elders and ancestors. It’s
about relationships, languages, dance,
ceremony and heritage. Culture is about

spiritual connection to our lands and waters.

It is about the way we pass on stories and
knowledge to our babies and children; it

is how we greet each other and look for
connection. It is about all the parts that bind
us together.” "

Elder: A senior, respected member of
Aboriginal community.

Family: Aboriginal family connections go far
beyond immediate family. SNAICC describes
the large networks of Aboriginal families
and theirimportance in children’s lives,
“family is the cornerstone of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander culture, spirituality
and identity. As an Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander child grows up, maintaining
their connections to family and community
forms the basis of the development of

the child’s identity as an Aboriginal or
Torres Strait Islander person, their cultural
connectedness and their emerging
spirituality...Those involved in children’s
lives, and helping to raise them, commonly
include grandparents, aunts, uncles,
cousins, nieces and nephews, and members
of the community who are considered to be
family.” i

Intergenerational trauma: The Healing
Foundation describes intergenerational
trauma as, “the trauma experienced by
Indigenous people as a result of colonisation
and subsequent policies, such as the forced
removal of children, has had devastating
consequences. The disruption of our

culture and the negative impacts on the
cultural identity of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples has had lasting
negative effects, passed from generation

to generation. The cumulative effect of
historical and intergenerational trauma
severely reduces the capacity of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples to fully
and positively participate in their lives and
communities, thereby leading to widespread
disadvantage.” v

Juvi: Slang for juvenile/children’s prison.

Koori/Koorie: The Koorie Youth Council
uses Koorie in its title as a term inclusive

of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people living in Victoria. We have retained
the spelling of Koori/Koorie in this report as
it appears in programs, services and quotes.

Koori court: The Children’s Koori Court

is a division of the Children’s Court. Koori
Court provides Aboriginal children and
young people a culturally safe alternative to
mainstream Children’s Court with Elders and
respected community members present."

KYC: Koorie Youth Council



LGBTIQA+: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transsexual, Intersex, Queer or Questioning,
Asexual.

Mob: Used by many Aboriginal people to
describe Aboriginal communities or a groups
of Aboriginal people.

Resi: Slang for residential care home. A
house where young people in out-of-home
care live under the supervision of a worker.

Self-determination: Aboriginal people
have a right to self-determination." Self-
determination is the right to free choice and
determination of one’s future.

Social and emotional wellbeing: The
Australian Indigenous Psychologists
Association describes social and emotional
wellbeing as a holistic view of health

that “incorporates the physical, social,
emotional, and cultural wellbeing of
individuals and their communities.” i

Story: This report embeds the continued
practice of storytelling in our communities.
Stock et. al. explain, “Indigenous people are
embedded in traditions of storytelling, both
in everyday social life and in the upbringing
and education of their children...ideas and
practices of the narrative approach were
considered to honour and re-empower
Aboriginal ways of being. Denborough et
al. (2006) highlight the importance of the
sharing of stories and outline how narrative

approaches can be used to engage with
communities who experience difficult
times, making it more possible for people
to reconnect with their own skills and
knowledge.” Vi

Talk up: Used by many Aboriginal people,
‘talk up’ means to speak up and express
yourself honestly.

Woolies: Woolworths supermarket

Yarn: Used by many Aboriginal people,
‘yarn’ means to share informal dialogue.

Youth participation: Young people having
genuine and meaningful involvement

in decision-making processes in a way
that recognises and values their skills,
knowledge, experiences and rights to self-
determination."™




THANK YOU

Thank you to the children and young people
who shared their stories and insights, this
work exists because of you. We also thank
the families and communities around these
children who supported them to be a part of
this project.

Thank you to the organisations who hosted
KYC for the story-gathering in communities.

We particularly acknowledge Koori Youth
Justice workers who do life-changing work
for children and young people. We have
not identified organisations, locations and
workers to preserve the privacy of children
and young people involved in this project.

We also acknowledge the work of the
Department of Justice and Regulation, the
Department of Health and Human Services
as well as staff at Parkville and Malmsbury
Youth Justice Centres for supporting our
engagement with children and young people
in the centres.

Thank you to the many Aboriginal community
members, ACCOs and other experts who
provided advice and insight for this project.

We particularly thank members of the
Ngaga-dji Reference Group for your valuable
contributions to this project as well as

the Aboriginal Justice Caucus and the
Commission for Children and Young People
for their endorsements.

Thank you to the Wurundjeri Land Council
for allowing us to use the powerful title

and names in Woiwurrung. Much of the
Koorie Youth Council’s work takes place

on Wurundjeri Country and we extend our
deepest respect to Elders past, present and
emerging. We also acknowledge the support
of Mandy Nicholson for her guidance in
identifying Woiwurrung for our report.

We acknowledge the ongoing contribution
of the KYC Executive who guide our work
and gave their insights and knowledge to
this project. We thank all KYC supporters
including our auspice, Youth Affairs Council
Victoria, for the ongoing energy and support
they bring to amplifying the voices of
Aboriginal young people.

This work was made possible by the advocacy
of the Aboriginal Justice Forum and the AJA3.
We thank the forum for valuing the voices of
Aboriginal children and enabling this project.

KYC acknowledges the support of the
Victorian Government, Aboriginal Victoria,
the Department of Justice and Regulation
and the Department of Health and Human
Services.

KYC acknowledges the support of our
auspice, Youth Affairs Council Victoria

e

Youth Attairs
Council Victoria

KYC acknowledges the support of the
Victorian Government
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NGAGA-D)I ARTWORK

KYC is proud to feature artwork from children in youth justice custody, @
we wish to acknowledge and thank these artists for sharing their skill and
stories through art. Artist names have been kept private for confidentiality.

Family and friends Bunijil

3 figures representing me, family
and workers

Family tree Untitled

Dark blue with black gathering
point and the male and female
symbols, kangaroo tracks and emu
tracks

Embracing culture
An Elder playing didgeridoo under
stars in the Dreamtime

Untitled

Waterhole
Waterhole with connecting creeks




"/

JACOB KOMESAROFF CASSIDY WANGANEEN LIDDLE

Ilustrator Animator

I am a Jewish and Queer activist, artist and youth facilitator, living on
the lands of the Boon Wurrung people. | would like to acknowledge
their Elders; past, present and emerging. Sovereignty has never been
ceded.

My proud heritage, the Mparntwe, Arrernte tribe a Central Desert
clan, means being brought up influenced by Indigenous art, which
is a key way I’'ve been able to learn and connect to my culture. I'm
currently studying a Bachelor of Design (Animation and Interactive

I would also like to pay my respects to those who have contributed Media) and am looking to pursue further animation projects.

their stories, artworks, experiences and time to create this
document. I am thankful to have been guided by the Koorie Youth
Council, contributing to a project that will amplify young Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander voices for greater empathy, compassion
and social change.

I’m humbled to have been able to work on these animations and to
share these stories.

Instagram: ‘cassidyliddle’

Through illustration and story-telling, | am committed to sharing the See www.ngaga-djiproject.org.au for videos

truth and elevating the experiences of marginalised communities.
Using the platform of Instagram, | share my thoughts, comments
and hand-drawn illustrations addressing social issues, current affairs
and themes important to me, encouraging others to do the same! My
page is called 'jkomments".

At the University of Melbourne, | am studying a Masters of Urban
Planning, advocating for social policy and planning to better address
the needs of marginalised community groups.

It has been an immense privilege to work alongside KYC and the
young artists. Thank you KYC for this opportunity.
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