








will you grow up in a

better world than I did?

 great nan was stolen
 

 her up in the citylockedThey your

same chains
different times

all you ***** are the same

you're from that family? you’ll have

i never knew your pop, 

for  sticking up for himself

from her family,

they locked him up

company in prison

your mum had you while i was in juvi 



will the future see you for
who you are?

i will always be with you you are a child of the dreaming

you are never alone, your ancestors 

your family and culture stretches  back for over 2500 generations

and elders travel with you you are a future elder
 

remember our mob are survivors, creators, fighters, carers you belong to this land
draw strength from country, community and culture



Our vision is for all Aboriginal children in 
Victoria to be nurtured and supported to 
thrive. Now you’ve read our stories, you’ve 
witnessed the healing power of culture,
family, Elders and communities. You 
know that mentors can give children 
hope and self-worth and that community-
based services can ensure that Aboriginal 
children’s stories are about love, culture 
and strength.

You’ve seen how discrimination and 
disadvantage pushes Aboriginal children 
into the quicksand of the justice system.
You’ve also witnessed the way Victorian 
Governments have hurt generations of 
our children, families and communities, 
pushing Aboriginal children into the justice 
system at 14 times the rate of their non-
Aboriginal peers.

Victoria builds systems that tear children 
from their families,  force them into prison 
and turn them away from school.  Victoria 
chooses not to support the services that
keep our children safe.  We can change this 
story by telling the Victorian Government 
and opposition to create systems that 
understand Aboriginal communities.

Victoria’s system particularly targets 
Aboriginal girls and children with a 
disability.

Now you’ve heard our stories, 
hear our solutions: let’s create the change

Victorian Governments have denied 
Aboriginal women and girls services that 
work for them, particularly appropriate 
housing, diversion and rehabilitative 
services.   This criminalises Aboriginal 
women and girls experiencing disadvantage 
instead of supporting them to stay out 
of the justice system.    This system has 
resulted in Aboriginal women being the 
fastest growing prison population in Victoria 
and across the country, with national rates 
of incarceration increasing 248% since 1991.

The lack of services and criminalisation of 
Aboriginal girls in Victoria is reflected in 
their high rates of contact with the system. 
Aboriginal people make up 0.8% of the 
Victorian population,  yet Aboriginal girls 
make up 24% of girls under youth justice 
supervision.   Aboriginal boys, who are also 
overrepresented, make up 15% of the male 
cohort. 

Children with a disability are also denied 
access to the right supports   and pushed 
into the system at high rates    instead of 
receiving the help they need.   This story will 
change when the Victorian Government and 
opposition provide culturally-safe services 
for all Aboriginal children, particularly girls, 
children with a disability, as well as our 
LGBTIQA+ community.

Each of these stories ended with hope, 
positivity and connection because we must 
show the strength of community-based 
solutions     and support systems. The
Victorian Government supports some 
of these solutions and we particularly 
acknowledge the important steps
towards self-determination in out-of-home 
care.

We need the Victorian Government and 
opposition to commit to supporting 
community designed and led services for all 
Aboriginal children. Most Aboriginal
children in contact with the justice system 
do not receive these supports.   Many of 
these children’s stories continue into the 
adult justice system, poverty and mental 
illness.

When the Victorian Government, 
opposition, social services sector and 
allies walk together with the leadership 
of Aboriginal communities, we can 
change these stories so that our youngest 
Aboriginal Victorians are supported to
flourish.
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Understanding 
wellbeing in 
Aboriginal children
Understanding children’s lives is the first step 
to supporting them to be happy and healthy. 
When supports for Aboriginal children use 
non-Aboriginal frameworks to understand 
children’s needs and strengths, they are 
unsuccessful.    Aboriginal children are best 
supported by Aboriginal definitions of identity 
and wellbeing. 

Members of the Australian Indigenous 
Psychologists Association link connections 
and influences that define wellbeing from an 
Aboriginal perspective in the figure pictured. 

Adapted from the original by Gee, Dudgeon, 
Schultz, Hart and Kelly, this Aboriginal social 
and emotional wellbeing wheel considers the 
centre, self, as inseparable from culture, family 
and community.  

The Ngaga-dji  solutions and guiding principles 
reflect this culturally-based framework. By 
using tools like the wellbeing wheel, supports 
for Aboriginal children can understand their 
needs and strengths to make a valuable 
impact in their lives. 

self
Connection to 

mental
 wellbeing

Connection to 
physical

 wellbeing

Connection to 
family/kinship

Connection to 
community

Connection to 
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Connection to 
land
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POLITICAL
DETERMINANTS

expressions
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expressions
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Gee, Dudgeon, Schultz, Hart & Kelly, 2013 on behalf of the Australian Indigenous Psychologists Association. 
Adapted by Jacob Komesaroff  from original art by Tristan Schultz, RelativeCreative
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Guiding principles:
These principles set out the overarching ways of working that underpin 
successful implementation of our solutions.

Self-determination: 
Aboriginal peoples have the right to self-determination. Self-
determination     enables Aboriginal people to freely determine their 
lives. Self-determined solutions bring deep knowledge and community 
ownership to supports for our children and future generations. 

Youth participation: 
To solve systemic problems like those affecting Aboriginal communities, 
we need solutions from the people who live through them.    By using 
youth participation we actively listen and include children’s voices in 
decision-making processes. This helps provide relevant and effective 
solutions that change children’s and communities’ lives for the better. 
 
Culture, family, Elders and communities: 
Strong connections with culture, family, Elders and communities are 
the foundations that enable Aboriginal children to live happy, healthy 
lives. By embedding the strengths of our culture, family, Elders and 
communities in solutions, we can address the disadvantage that leads 
many children into the quicksand of the justice system.  
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Ngaga-dji sets out our vision for a Victoria that enables 
Aboriginal children to thrive and the path to making it 
happen. Yarning justice and gathering stories across the 
state, we met children who told us the change we need 
to make. It’s a change based on providing Aboriginal 
children with the things what we all need: love, belonging 
and someone to look up to. These stories show us that 
when governments create systems that truly support the 
self-determination of our communities, children and their 
families can live free from the justice system.

We have a choice. Our state can build more prisons and 
force more children into concrete boxes that teach them to 
be angry, lonely and violent.       Or, we can tell the Victorian 
Government and opposition to stick by the youngest and 
most vulnerable in our community and support them to be 
happy, healthy adults.

We call on the Victorian Government and opposition to turn 
away from failed punitive approaches, listen to community 
and take this opportunity to create a fairer Victoria. In 
the current system, Aboriginal Victoria, the Department 
of Justice and Regulation, the Department of Health and 
Human Services, the Department of Education and Training 
and Victoria Police are harming our children.

Ngaga-dji: a vision for victoria

We call on these institutions to act on the Ngaga-dji 
solutions, embedding our guiding principles and the 
leadership of Aboriginal communities. The Victorian 
Government and opposition have the chance to 
lead the way in addressing the national problem of 
overrepresentation of Aboriginal children in the youth 
justice system.

We call on Aboriginal community to join us to ensure 
that the Victorian Government and opposition commit to 
justice by taking on our solutions. We particularly call on 
the Aboriginal Executive Council, the Aboriginal Justice 
Forum, the Aboriginal Children’s Forum, Indigenous Family 
Violence Partnership Forum, Marrung Central Governance 
Committee, the Aboriginal Strategic Governance Forum 
(DHHS), the Treaty Advancement Commission, Traditional 
Owner Groups and Corporations as well as other 
governance bodies to table this report, use it to guide their 
work for Aboriginal children and monitor government 
action on these solutions.
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Ngaga-dji: a vision for victoria

SOLUTION:
Give children 
services that 

work

SOLUTION:
Keep children 

safe and strong in 
their culture, 
families and 
communities

            GUIDING PRINCIPLES:   
         

 SELF-DETERMINATION                     
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SOLUTION:
Community-designed 

and led youth 
support SYSTEMS

SOLUTION:
Create just 

and equitable 
systems

     YOUTH PARTICIPATION          C
ULTURE, FAM

ILY, ELDERS AND COMMUNITY
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Solution:
Give children services 
that work
All children need support to become happy, healthy adults. Many 
Aboriginal children miss out on this support because the Victorian 
Government and opposition choose not to fund culturally safe, 
trauma informed services that reach children when and where they 
need support. We can support children to thrive by providing the 
right services at the right time.

Knowing it’s alright to talk 
to someone...I can go back 
to [cultural service] and get 
vulnerable and tell them how 
I'm feeling and potentially it 
saves my life. Coming from 
backgrounds where it's not safe 
to talk about your feelings, it 
looks weak, it's not what men 
do...just going through the 
community men, the elders...
and matching them with the 
positive role and not being so 
destructive. My family want to 
talk to me today where they 
didn't before.�
- Participant

They need someone by their side 
to get them somewhere in life 
that they think they can’t get. 
Someone that’s there to be 
there step by step during their 
journeys so they can be able 
to address their problems the 
right way.�
- Participant

To change young people’s 
behaviour you need to build 
relationships and get to know 
what’s going on in their lives.�  
� - Dr. Diana Johns

Too many of our women are 
trapped in an unresponsive 
criminal justice system. What is 
needed are approaches that deal 
with drugs, family violence, 
housing, loss of self-esteem, 
disconnection from country and 
culture and the myriad of other 
cultural complexities. 
- Human Rights Law Centre and 
Change the Record Coalition

1. Embed family, culture and community at every stage 
of supports to keep children connected within safe, 
supportive networks.
• Support the networks around children such as 

family, community and schools to ensure children 
are nurtured in every part of their lives. Ensure that 
programs use a holistic, whole of family approach 
to support children and families in key areas such as 
family safety, child protection, social services and 
support for children who are carers.

• Strengthen community ties by providing services 
that support children to participate in their 
community such as engagement with Elders, gym 
memberships, schools and programs in their local 
area.

2. Support children who are victims of crime with access 
to justice and early, community-centred services to 
address trauma resulting from removal, family violence, 
homelessness and other abuses. The majority of 
children who have contact with the justice system are 
victims of crime themselves.    Most participants in 
Ngaga-dji never received adequate supports to address 
traumas which became root causes of their contact with 
the justice system.

There are more opportunities 
for boys to be supported 
and connected with culture 
like fishing and men’s group. 
There’s nothing for girls.�
- Participant
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3. Provide a capable and consistent workforce across 
youth services.
• Provide every child with access to a mentor to give 

one-on-one, intensive support.
• Train those working with young people, such as 

lawyers, workers, teachers, in youth participation 
and cultural safety to enable full access to justice 
and support services.

• Provide scholarships and identified roles to support 
Aboriginal people to become youth support 
workers.

• Provide children with consistent workers, lawyers 
and teachers to foster long-term relationships that 
increase trust and eff ectiveness of services.

4. Provide culturally safe services that support young 
people’s diverse identities, particularly those facing 
discrimination in the form of ableism, sexism, 
transphobia and homophobia.
• Support culturally-based services that break down 

rigid ideas of gender, particularly encouraging 
young men to positively explore their identities.

• Support Aboriginal organisations to provide girls, 
LGBTIQA+ children and people with disabilities with 
programs designed and delivered with them to 
understand and respond to their needs.

• Support Aboriginal organisations to lead education 
and awareness work in communities and services to 
support the diverse identities and needs of children 
facing discrimination in the form of ableism, sexism, 
transphobia and homophobia.

5. Use youth participation to focus services on the end 
goal of independence with skills that strengthen 
connections within local communities such as 
employment and life skills, for example, finance, 
literacy and obtaining a driver’s licence.

I started offending again when 
I got kicked out of home. I had 
nowhere to go and no money so I 
did bad stuff.� �
- Participant

with Koorie YJ I have cultural 
support, I feel like I’m part 
of a community, like someone 
wants me and I am someone. I 
feel respected and people are 
trustworthy. There’s support 
and I have someone to talk to 
even if there’s not a crisis. 
First time I don’t feel like a 
piece of shit.�
- Participant

For too long Aboriginal 
children have been assessed 
using measures and 
assessment approaches which 
do not take into account 
their culture, beliefs, 
connection to community 
and place, spirituality and 
their individual experiences. 
Furthermore the assessment 
of an individual’s social 
and emotional status 
independent of the family 
and community is an alien 
concept to Aboriginal people 
as well as being ecologically 
uninformed.�  
- Aunty, Prof. Muriel 
Bamblett et. al. 

Systemic barriers and an 
absence of support for 
young people with disability 
is placing them on a pathway 
into imprisonment instead of 
learning and education. In light 
of this, any recommendations 
for addressing the rate at 
which Aboriginal young people 
come into contact with the 
criminal justice system and 
for improving youth detention 
must acknowledge this reality 
and incorporate means for 
identifying and supporting the 
needs of young people with a 
disability at all stages of the 
child’s development.�
- First Peoples Disability 
Network 

I need more support before 
ending up in custody, don’t wait 
till I’m on my last leg.� 
- Participant
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Solution:
Keep children safe and strong 
in their culture, families and 
communities

I grew up with a lot of alcohol 
and family violence...I was 
running from home, smoking 
weed at a young age. Up to no 
good basically. Just trying to 
get away from the life I was 
living...I wanted to feel wanted 
and accepted and fit in with 
people.�
- Participant

I got took [s ic ] off mum when 
I was younger...It was hard, 
especially not getting paid 
[Centrelink ]  and that. No birth 
certificate so I had to do crimes 
and shit just to get money...I 
had to get locked up just 
to get my pays [Centrelink ] 
sorted out. Now I’m out and 
off the drugs and shit, trying 
to stay straight and that, get 
a job...I never trusted no one 
and was always on my toes...I’m 
starting to get my trust back 
now.�
- Participant

I wouldn’t reoffend if my 
family have the money to look 
after me. I want to get a job 
but I’m too young.� �
- Participant

It is completely inappropriate to 
detain these children in punitive, 
rather than rehabilitative, 
conditions. They are essentially 
being punished for being poor 
and in most cases, prison will 
only aggravate the cycle of 
violence, poverty and crime. I 
found meeting young children, 
some only twelve years old, in 
detention the most disturbing 
element of my visit.�  � 
- Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, UN 
Special Rapporteur on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples 

Children need their family and communities to grow up safe 
and strong. When the Victorian Government and opposition 
do not support communities, problems like family violence, 
economic disadvantage and geographic isolation break 
up families, communities and cultural bonds that children 
need to feel safe. These become the root causes of 
children’s off ending.      By addressing disadvantage we can 
build strong communities that are supported to nurture 
children in their culture.

1.  Support local Aboriginal organisations to ensure 
everyone has access to their culture.
• Support culturally safe programs for children and 

adults, particularly addressing the gap in cultural 
services for women, girls, people with disabilities 
and LGBTIQA+ community members.  

• Support culturally-based behaviour change 
programs for the elimination of family violence.
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The trajectory from out-of-
home care to youth justice 
is a disturbing reality for 
many young people. The cycle 
is intensified by contributing 
factors such as limited 
education and employment 
opportunities, drug and 
alcohol dependence and insecure 
accommodation.�
- Commission for Children and 
Young People



2. Support community designed and led responses to end 
intergenerational poverty, particularly in
• housing, 
• family violence responses and prevention,
• out-of-home care,
• social and emotional wellbeing,
• economic support including employment and 

education,
• legal services,
• disability services.

3. Strengthen community resources and infrastructure.
• Strengthen communities to be independent and 

resourced, particularly in rural and regional areas 
by providing localised youth services, transport, 
economic opportunity, recreational opportunity 
and culturally safe spaces for young people.

• Support Aboriginal ownership of community 
infrastructure and gathering places to ensure future 
generations of children and families have access to 
resources and spaces.

need help with mum, receiving 
Centrelink payments, it was 
pretty hard. Need to be properly 
supported and feel safe.� � 
- Participant

To be able to call 
somewhere home is a big help 
for me. I never got anywhere 
to call home. This [cultural 
service ]  feels like home...I’ve 
always felt uncomfortable 
going back to someone’s 
house because I don’t feel 
welcome there...I've always 
felt comfortable and 
welcome here. That’s why I 
call it my home. 
- Participant

When Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children are 
separated from culture, 
they are more likely to 
be separated from the 
protective factors that 
support high self-esteem, 
secure attachments and a 
strong and positive social 
network.�
- Philip Reed, CEO, Royal 
Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual 
Abuse

The importance of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
children and young people 
maintaining cultural identity 
and connection is recognised 
in the law. Unfortunately, a 
large number of children are 
placed in out-of-home care, 
often with non-Aboriginal 
families, and without cultural 
support plans in place.�
- Victorian Legal Aid
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Solution:
Community-designed and led 
youth support sYSTEMS

Culture was really strong for 
me. It kept me out of prison.�
- Participant

This place [youth justice centre ]� 
just makes me want to hurt 
myself. I’ve got cuts all up my 
arms. I had to go to hospital once 
for self-harm. 
- Participant

Coming back out to community 
was frightful...I was making 
promises every single day for 
two years saying things are 
going to be different, things 
are going to change, but 
getting out and using [drugs ] , 
it was like, this just does not 
end. I was back out and just the 
same shit. I think I was arrested 
a couple of weeks later. And 
then I was bailed. And then I 
was off and running again.� 
- Participant

The criminal justice system is often 
an ineffective or inappropriate way 
to respond to people who have 
a disability or are experiencing 
poverty, mental illness, drug or 
alcohol addiction, homelessness or 
unemployment�Services like adequate 
health care, disability supports, 
employment and training, drug 
treatment and affordable housing 
cost far less than prisons, and have 
a substantially better record of 
success. 
- Change the Record

Currently the age of criminal 
responsibility is not based on 
a young person’s cognitive 
development, does not allow 
young people to fairly 
participate in the justice system 
and fails to contribute to 
the wellbeing and safety of 
society by diverting young 
people from the criminal justice 
system. The age of criminal 
responsibility in Victoria is 
one of the main drivers behind 
the overrepresentation of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people in the criminal 
justice system. 
- Victorian Aboriginal Legal 
Service

Families and communities know their children best. By 
supporting Aboriginal communities to design and lead 
support systems, the Victorian Government and opposition 
are ensuring the best care for Aboriginal children and the 
future of our communities.

1. Aboriginal Justice Forum to embed the Ngaga-dji  
solutions in the Aboriginal Youth Justice Strategy.

2. Sustainably resource Aboriginal community 
organisations to develop youth support systems that 
support children in their communities with localised 
services across health, social and emotional wellbeing, 
education, family, legal, cultural, and drug and alcohol 
services.
• Develop Aboriginal community led and designed 

youth support programs to care for children in 
community at every stage of their lives in place 
of the current youth justice system. When these 
supports are properly funded, there is no need for 
prisons, which are harming children.

• Develop community-based systems that support 
children as soon as they are reported by police, 
diverting them from the justice system and into 
culturally safe programs, services, conferencing and 
housing where required. 
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3. Community-based out-of-home care and child 
protection.
• Raise the age of leaving care to at least 21.
• Provide trauma and family supports for those 

removed from primary carers.
• Restructure out-of-home care resourcing and 

procedures as a step towards a self-determined 
system, including:

• Prioritising community care by enforcing 
adherence to the Aboriginal child 
placement principle.

• Stop the criminalisation of young people 
in care by supporting workers to eliminate 
children’s contact with the justice system.

4. Raise the age of criminal responsibility to at least 14. 
Raising the age of criminal responsibility from 
one of the lowest in the world gives youth support 
services in communities the best chance to connect 
and support children who need them.  

5.  End the imprisonment of children. 
Incarceration isolates and traumatises our 
youngest community members, locking children 
away from their communities and into patterns of 
disadvantage, increasing the likelihood of lifetime 
recidivism.    Ending imprisonment will mean 
localised community led responses can support 
children in their communities with holistic services 
that work.

[on isolation ] Get fed through 
a slot. Shit. It’s fucked. It’s 
beyond anything. The food 
comes out stale and hard. It’s 
not somewhere you want to 
be. It’s fucked. It’s the worst 
experience of my life...It’s 
definitely not a way to live. It 
has a massive impact on you. It’s 
weird.� 
- Participant

[Koori Youth Justice workers ] 
if we said we were struggling 
with food, they’d go and get 
it...clothes to go to school, I’d 
ask them and they’d bring them 
around...They're trying to get 
you out of the deep end. They 
really do try.� 
- Participant

Our principal finding is 
that self-determination for 
Indigenous peoples provides 
the key to reversing the 
over-representation of 
Indigenous children in the 
child welfare and juvenile 
justice systems of the 
States and Territories and 
to eliminating unjustified 
removals of Indigenous 
children from their families 
and communities. 
-  Bringing Them Home Report

The effects of institutionalisation 
on Aboriginal children is 
particularly destructive 
because Aboriginal culture 
and 'institutional' culture 
are virtually direct opposites, 
the former being permissive, 
egalitarian, strongly interactive, 
and kin based while the latter 
is authoritarian, punitive, 
hierarchical, individualistic and 
impersonal.� 
- Royal Commission into 
Aboriginal Deaths in Custody 

One of them [Koorie youth justice 
worker ]  looked after me for 
years. He helped heaps. Every 
day he helped. I say that because 
he’s still doing it now. He was 
looking after a lot of kids...give 
[s ic ]�us a good environment.� 
- Participant
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Solution:
Create just and equitable 
systems

There’s racism. People think 
just 'cos you’re black you’re 
a criminal, an alcoholic. I feel 
it at school, I feel it down the 
street. I feel like I get looked 
down on in my community.� �
- Participant

If they [police ]  talked to 
me they would have gotten 
[s ic ]  more through to me 
than throwing me around and 
spraying me and doing all kinds 
of things. They would have 
gotten through talking to 
me...I got thrown around and 
bashed up a bit for resisting. 
I was always pretty out of 
it until the station and then I 
would come to, and I would be 
locked up. 
- Participant

Nationally Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children 
are about half as likely to 
receive a caution or be diverted 
from the justice system as 
non-Indigenous children, and 
Victoria has the lowest rate 
of diversions, with only 14% 
of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander young people 
being placed into diversionary 
programs.
- Victorian Aboriginal Legal 
Service

Demand in the justice system is 
driven by a number of factors, 
but a crucial one is success 
(or otherwise) of the state’s 
education, human services and 
health sectors, which are 
often conceived of separately.�
these sectors also have a 
great opportunity to come 
together to jointly support 
people at risk and drive a more 
preventative approach to crime.�  
- Infrastructure Victoria

Systems work for everyone when they are fair and 
equitable. Victoria’s justice system isolates, disempowers 
and criminalises Aboriginal children. The Victorian 
Government and opposition can create just and equitable 
systems with a whole of government approach, embedding 
the guiding principles of self-determination, youth 
participation and culture, family, Elders and communities.

1. End systemic abuses and institutional racism using 
self-determination, youth participation and cultural 
responsiveness.
• Embed policies and procedures that commit the 

Victorian Government and opposition to eliminate 
systemic abuse, bias and racism across systems and 
institutions.

• Embed procedures to eliminate ‘gaps’ in 
system processes, particularly problems with 
interdepartmental communication that cause 
exclusion and delays for children, families and 
communities accessing supports.

2. Create an inclusive education state that supports 
children’s needs and pathways to independence, 
including:
• Expand curriculum in mainstream schools to cater 

for a broader range of interests, increasing focus on 
assisting children into employment pathways and 
trade courses.

• Support all children to thrive in schools, replacing 
the current approach that isolates some students by 
placing them in alternative schools and programs.

[ I  have ]  Scars all up my arms 
from police dogs. 
- Participant
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• Support schools and teachers to find positive 
alternatives to address student disengagement, 
replacing formal and informal exclusion from 
school.

• Provide adequate support services in schools such 
as social workers, youth workers and diverse extra-
curricular activities to engage children in school 
and provide safe spaces outside school hours.

3. End police violence and discrimination.
• End unjust policing in all forms including racial 

targeting, violence, discriminatory legal treatment, 
neglect and abuse in police custody.

• Support community controlled services that 
prevent and intervene in unjust policing and its 
causes.

• Hold police members who perpetrate unjust 
policing to account.

4. Create an informed Victoria that is free of 
discrimination. 
• Provide societal education about Aboriginal culture 

and history particularly in schools, media and for 
those working with Aboriginal young people.

5. While developing a self-determined youth support 
system, strengthen and provide full access to existing 
services that embed Aboriginal knowledge systems and 
values such as:
• Expand Children’s Koori Court access to state-wide 

availability.
• Expand Children’s Koori Court structure to enable 

children to plead not guilty thereby increasing their 
access to the existing justice system.

• Expand Marram-Ngala Ganbu to state-wide 
availability.

• Expand Balit Ngulu to state-wide availability.

I need more culture at school to 
feel comfortable. I feel like they 
don’t want me.�
-  Participant

Racial profiling [by police ] 
has devastating impacts on 
individuals. As a systemic 
practice however, it also 
has serious consequences 
for whole communities. 
Reducing the risks�involves 
community advocates, 
researchers, institutions and 
police working together 
to identify patterns of 
disproportionality make 
appropriate changes to 
policing practices and 
procedures.�  �
 - Police Stop Data Working 
Group 

If the gap between Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples 
and their fellow Australians 
accessing justice is ever to be 
properly addressed, the starting 
point has to be a genuine 
engagement by all levels of 
Government with Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
communities, their organisations 
and representative bodies. 
- The Redfern Statement

It feels good to be heard in 
Koori Court, they’re not just 
listening to my lawyer but 
to me and that’s the way it 
should be.�
- Participant

I went in and out of primary 
school, three different schools 
which was hard. Going in and 
out of one to another. Didn’t 
have interest in school�I didn’t 
do much school - I was always 
getting bullied�I didn’t get much 
education. [ I  needed ]  More support 
at school [l ike ]  teachers or 
tutors or I don't know. To keep 
me off the streets and away from 
bad crowds.� 
- Participant
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Thank you for listening to the voices of our children, their stories 
and our vision for a Victoria that sees them as children of this land: 
daughters, sons, sisters, brothers and children beyond the binary. 

These children are our future Elders, our custodians of culture, our 
carers for Country. 

Ngaga-dji is an opportunity for real justice for Aboriginal children 
and our communities. It is an opportunity to change the stories of 
loneliness and hurt to stories of healing and love. Ngaga-dji is an 
opportunity for Victoria to uphold the lore of this land, to stand for 
justice and equality for Aboriginal children and to lead the change 
we need across the country.

Take the opportunity: share our stories, share our solutions, let’s 
work together for our children. 

Make Ngaga-dji happen
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Language
Ableism: Discrimination against people with 
disabilities.

Aboriginal: We use Aboriginal as a term 
inclusive of Torres Strait Islander peoples.

ACCO: Aboriginal Community Controlled 
Organisation

AJA: The Victorian Aboriginal Justice 
Agreement (AJA) is a partnership between 
the Victorian Government and the Aboriginal 
community, established to achieve 
improved justice outcomes for Aboriginal 
people.    AJA3 is phase three of this 
agreement.

Blackfulla: A term that many Aboriginal 
community members use to refer to each 
other and themselves.

Brotherboy: A term that many Aboriginal 
community members use to refer to male 
friends and family members.

Children and young people: In this report, 
we use 'children' to refer to those under 18 
years of age and 'young person' to describe 
anyone under 25 years.

Community: Networks of family, kin and 
friends.

Culture and identity: We define culture and 
identity together as they are interconnected, 
complex and dynamic. Culture and identity 

are essential to a person’s belonging and 
sense of self and can be defined in many 
diff erent ways. Uncle Andrew Jackomos 
writes one definition, “culture is about 
family networks, Elders and ancestors. It’s 
about relationships, languages, dance, 
ceremony and heritage. Culture is about 
spiritual connection to our lands and waters. 
It is about the way we pass on stories and 
knowledge to our babies and children; it 
is how we greet each other and look for 
connection. It is about all the parts that bind 
us together.” 

Elder: A senior, respected member of 
Aboriginal community.

Family: Aboriginal family connections go far 
beyond immediate family. SNAICC describes 
the large networks of Aboriginal families 
and their importance in children’s lives, 
“family is the cornerstone of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander culture, spirituality 
and identity. As an Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander child grows up, maintaining 
their connections to family and community 
forms the basis of the development of 
the child’s identity as an Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait Islander person, their cultural 
connectedness and their emerging 
spirituality…Those involved in children’s 
lives, and helping to raise them, commonly 
include grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
cousins, nieces and nephews, and members 
of the community who are considered to be 
family.”  

Intergenerational trauma: The Healing 
Foundation describes intergenerational 
trauma as, “the trauma experienced by 
Indigenous people as a result of colonisation 
and subsequent policies, such as the forced 
removal of children, has had devastating 
consequences. The disruption of our 
culture and the negative impacts on the 
cultural identity of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples has had lasting 
negative eff ects, passed from generation 
to generation. The cumulative eff ect of 
historical and intergenerational trauma 
severely reduces the capacity of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples to fully 
and positively participate in their lives and 
communities, thereby leading to widespread 
disadvantage.” 

Juvi: Slang for juvenile/children’s prison.

Koori/Koorie: The Koorie Youth Council 
uses Koorie in its title as a term inclusive 
of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people living in Victoria. We have retained 
the spelling of Koori/Koorie in this report as 
it appears in programs, services and quotes.

Koori court: The Children’s Koori Court 
is a division of the Children’s Court. Koori 
Court provides Aboriginal children and 
young people a culturally safe alternative to 
mainstream Children’s Court with Elders and 
respected community members present. 

KYC: Koorie Youth Council
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LGBTIQA+: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transsexual, Intersex, Queer or Questioning, 
Asexual.

Mob: Used by many Aboriginal people to 
describe Aboriginal communities or a groups 
of Aboriginal people.

Resi: Slang for residential care home. A 
house where young people in out-of-home 
care live under the supervision of a worker.

Self-determination: Aboriginal people 
have a right to self-determination.    Self-
determination is the right to free choice and 
determination of one’s future.

Social and emotional wellbeing: The 
Australian Indigenous Psychologists 
Association describes social and emotional 
wellbeing as a holistic view of health 
that “incorporates the physical, social, 
emotional, and cultural wellbeing of 
individuals and their communities.” 

Story: This report embeds the continued 
practice of storytelling in our communities. 
Stock et. al. explain, “Indigenous people are 
embedded in traditions of storytelling, both 
in everyday social life and in the upbringing 
and education of their children...ideas and 
practices of the narrative approach were 
considered to honour and re-empower 
Aboriginal ways of being. Denborough et 
al. (2006) highlight the importance of the 
sharing of stories and outline how narrative 

approaches can be used to engage with 
communities who experience difficult 
times, making it more possible for people 
to reconnect with their own skills and 
knowledge.” 

Talk up: Used by many Aboriginal people, 
‘talk up’ means to speak up and express 
yourself honestly.

Woolies: Woolworths supermarket

Yarn: Used by many Aboriginal people, 
‘yarn’ means to share informal dialogue.

Youth participation: Young people having 
genuine and meaningful involvement 
in decision-making processes in a way 
that recognises and values their skills, 
knowledge, experiences and rights to self-
determination.
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Thank you to the Wurundjeri Land Council 
for allowing us to use the powerful title 
and names in Woiwurrung. Much of the 
Koorie Youth Council’s work takes place 
on Wurundjeri Country and we extend our 
deepest respect to Elders past, present and 
emerging. We also acknowledge the support 
of Mandy Nicholson for her guidance in 
identifying Woiwurrung for our report.

We acknowledge the ongoing contribution 
of the KYC Executive who guide our work 
and gave their insights and knowledge to 
this project. We thank all KYC supporters 
including our auspice, Youth Aff airs Council 
Victoria, for the ongoing energy and support 
they bring to amplifying the voices of 
Aboriginal young people. 

This work was made possible by the advocacy 
of the Aboriginal Justice Forum and the AJA3. 
We thank the forum for valuing the voices of 
Aboriginal children and enabling this project.

KYC acknowledges the support of the 
Victorian Government, Aboriginal Victoria, 
the Department of Justice and Regulation 
and the Department of Health and Human 
Services.

Thank You
Thank you to the children and young people 
who shared their stories and insights, this 
work exists because of you. We also thank 
the families and communities around these 
children who supported them to be a part of 
this project.

Thank you to the organisations who hosted 
KYC for the story-gathering in communities. 

We particularly acknowledge Koori Youth 
Justice workers who do life-changing work 
for children and young people. We have 
not identified organisations, locations and 
workers to preserve the privacy of children 
and young people involved in this project.

We also acknowledge the work of the 
Department of Justice and Regulation, the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
as well as staff  at Parkville and Malmsbury 
Youth Justice Centres for supporting our 
engagement with children and young people 
in the centres. 

Thank you to the many Aboriginal community 
members, ACCOs and other experts who 
provided advice and insight for this project. 

We particularly thank members of the 
Ngaga-dji Reference Group for your valuable 
contributions to this project as well as 
the Aboriginal Justice Caucus and the 
Commission for Children and Young People 
for their endorsements.

KYC acknowledges the support of the 
Victorian Government

KYC acknowledges the support of our 
auspice, Youth Aff airs Council Victoria
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Ngaga-dji artwork
KYC is proud to feature artwork from children in youth justice custody, 
we wish to acknowledge and thank these artists for sharing their skill and 
stories through art. Artist names have been kept private for confidentiality. 

Family and friends
3 figures representing me, family 
and workers

Family tree
Dark blue with black gathering 
point and the male and female 
symbols, kangaroo tracks and emu 
tracks

Embracing culture 
An Elder playing didgeridoo under 
stars in the Dreamtime

Waterhole
Waterhole with connecting creeks

Bunjil

Untitled

Untitled
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Jacob Komesaroff 
Illustrator

I am a Jewish and Queer activist, artist and youth facilitator, living on 
the lands of the Boon Wurrung people. I would like to acknowledge 
their Elders; past, present and emerging. Sovereignty has never been 
ceded.

I would also like to pay my respects to those who have contributed 
their stories, artworks, experiences and time to create this 
document. I am thankful to have been guided by the Koorie Youth 
Council, contributing to a project that will amplify young Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander voices for greater empathy, compassion 
and social change.
 
Through illustration and story-telling, I am committed to sharing the 
truth and elevating the experiences of marginalised communities. 
Using the platform of Instagram, I share my thoughts, comments 
and hand-drawn illustrations addressing social issues, current affairs 
and themes important to me, encouraging others to do the same! My 
page is called 'jkomments'.

At the University of Melbourne, I am studying a Masters of Urban 
Planning, advocating for social policy and planning to better address 
the needs of marginalised community groups.

It has been an immense privilege to work alongside KYC and the 
young artists. Thank you KYC for this opportunity. 

Cassidy Wanganeen Liddle
Animator

My proud heritage, the Mparntwe, Arrernte tribe a Central Desert 
clan, means being brought up influenced by Indigenous art, which 
is a key way I’ve been able to learn and connect to my culture. I’m 
currently studying a Bachelor of Design (Animation and Interactive 
Media) and am looking to pursue further animation projects.

I’m humbled to have been able to work on these animations and to 
share these stories.

Instagram: ‘cassidyliddle’

See www.ngaga-djiproject.org.au for videos
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